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I. CALL TO ORDER:   

Chair O’Hara called the Public Session to order at 6:04 PM 
 

ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  

Chair Susan O’Hara  Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter  

Vice Chair Toni Scolari  Depot Museum Curator Alex Service 

Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative 

Commissioner Pam Zana  Councilmember Doug Strehl  

  
  

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None. 
 

III. PRESENTATIONS  

A. Book Projects 

Commissioner O’Hara gave a progress report on the second volume of Mills of Humboldt County, being 

published in the Arcadia Publishing “Images of America” series.  Because of the large volume of important 

and interesting information uncovered in our research, the time period of the book’s focus has been cut down 

from 1910—1970 to cover 1910—1945.  If this second volume sells well enough to meet Arcadia’s 

requirements, they will also publish a third volume, covering approximately 1945—1980.  O’Hara shared 

some intriguing research discoveries, such as WWII-era TPL Co. experiments with making a fabric created 

from wool and redwood bark (with the aim of freeing up wool for the war effort), using redwood bark as a 

stuffing for soldiers’ mattresses, and the post-war creation of a material similar to the wool/bark combination 

for use as filters in automobiles.  Other highlights include the invention of “Pres-to-logs” (invented in 1931 

in Potlatch, Idaho) and TPL Co.’s sale of Rockefeller Forest to the Save-the-Redwoods League in 1931; it 

was the funds from that sale which enabled TPL Co. to survive the Great Depression.   

B. Museum Security Systems Review 

The Depot Museum recently suffered a theft from its collection: a circa 1880s Maltby, Curtiss and Co. .32 

caliber 5-shot “Metropolitan Police Model” pistol.  Fortuna PD were notified, but unfortunately the theft 

proved not to be visible in museum security camera footage; the footage is recorded over, three weeks after 

the time of recording, and apparently it had been over three weeks before the theft was discovered.  Curator 

Service spent more than two full days of work time reviewing security footage.  Director Carter reported that 

he has looked into having three cameras added to our existing system, but the cost of that is comparable to 

having the entire system upgraded through another company.  The volume of material is too great for all of 

the security footage to be stored on the cloud or in other storage options.  Ideas discussed were for the 

cameras to be changed out for wider angle coverage, and to change the system so that the cameras only 

record when there is motion (currently the cameras record 24/7).  There is only $1500 for security camera 

upgrades in the 2016-17 FY budget, but the bid from Home Security to redo the system is $28,000 (as 

compared to $24,000 for the three additional cameras with Advanced Security).  It may be necessary to up 

the amount of the line item request for security in the museum’s 2017-18 FY budget.  Carter shared that 

Home Security has recently replaced all of the cameras at the park office, and that thus far staff are very 

happy with the new system.  On the topic of the FY 2017-18 budget, Carter shared that the budget is 

expected to be approved in August, rather than by the July 1 start of the fiscal year, due to the recent hiring 

of a new city finance director.  Curator Service stated that in the wake of recent security concerns, she plans 

to undertake more formal, frequent visual inspections of the display areas, in hopes of being able to isolate 

more immediately the time/date of a theft, should future thefts from the display areas occur. 

 

C. Update on Memorial to Fortuna City Council Member Linda Gardner 
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The 1965 drawing of the Fortuna Depot by Wanda Gardner has been taken to How’s It Hanging Picture 

Framing and the plaque which is to be included in the rematting/framing has been ordered from Ferndale 

Jewelers.  They currently have a number of rush orders to deal with because of the approach of Mother’s 

Day, and the work will be done after that.  Re-framing/matting work will begin when Dawn at How’s It 

Hanging has the the plaque to incorporate into the work. 

D. Update on Depot Museum 2017-18 Budget Request 

As discussed above, the FY 2017-18 is expected to be approved in August. At this time we should be able to 

move forward with the purchase of the Humboldt Beacon archive in searchable electronic format. 

E. Depot Museum Summer Hours and Volunteer Coverage 

From June through August, the museum is open seven days a week, 12:00—4:30.  Curator Service is in the 

process of finalizing the summer volunteer schedule.  Mike Murray and Ellen Amirault (who began 

volunteering with us last summer) will take shifts, as will Vicki Lovett and Diana and Mike Record. 

               

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve minutes of Fortuna Historical Commission meeting 

March 8, 2017  and staff report for March-April 2017 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No public comment was heard. 
 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

Commissioner Scolari, seconded by Commissioner Murray, to approve the minutes of March 8, 2017 and the staff 

report for March-April 2017. Voice vote. 
 

AYES: Murray, O’Hara, Scolari and Zana 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 4-0 
 

V. BUSINESS 
 

A. Accessions/De-Accessions (Action Item) 

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 Accept the proposed accessions into the museum collection.  Approve de-accession request from Tim 

Wieland for the return of his 1992 Desert Storm uniform, which he donated to the Depot Museum in 1993. 

 
 STAFF REPORT:  

Tim Weiland, now of Crescent City, has requested the return of his Desert Storm U.S. Army uniform.  Mr. 

Weiland writes, “I would appreciate it if I could have my Desert Storm uniform returned.  I retired from the 

US Army and would like to have this war memorabilia back.  I have several current military uniforms, I 

would like to give the museum one of these in return.”  

The following potential accessions have been donated to the Fortuna Depot Museum.  From 

North Coast Repertory Theatre: Items donated to theater’s fund-raising rummage sale.  Wicker doll baby 

buggy, early 20
th

 century.  Books: California State Series Writing Compendium No. 3 (1915), Sunny-Book 

Readers Number Three (1918; 1924 edition), California State Series: Through the Gate (1946).  From 

Susan J. P. O’Hara: Snapshot of “main drag of Petrolia” in early 20
th

 century, showing barn, horses and 

wagon, with the notation, “3 hours to town in this outfit.”  Uniform patch from California Department of 

Conservation, Division of Forestry.  Award ribbon from Fortuna Rodeo for “best corvette restoration.”  

From Edgar Roberts: Titan 45-A series chainsaw, mid-1950s.  From Phillip Lemmon: 12/14/1963 issue of 

The Saturday Evening Post, memorial issue to President John F. Kennedy.   
 

 PUBLIC COMMENT: 
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No public comment was heard. 

 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

Commissioner Scolari moved, seconded by Commissioner Zana, to accept the proposed accessions into the museum 

collection and to approve the requested de-accession.  Voice vote. 
 

AYES: Commissioners Murray, O’Hara, Scolari and Zana 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

Motion Carried 4-0 
 

VI. STAFF REPORTS 

1. Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report 

Curator Service highlighted the museum’s recent participation along with other representatives of the Fortuna 

Chamber of Commerce and Fortuna Tourism & Marketing Commission in the Humboldt Convention and Visitors’ 

Bureau’s “Humboldt Concierge Training” program.  Service reported that she will be receiving the 2017 Community 

Service award from the Eel River Valley Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution for her research work 

on the “Grave Matters and Untimely Departures” annual fund-raising cemetery tour.   

2. City of Fortuna Staff Report 

Deputy Director Carter reported on ongoing/upcoming renovation/ADA compliance remodeling work on the Park 

Office.  The Rohner Creek project is entering its final phase; in the summer this final phase work will be going on to 

address the problem of flooding in the Fortuna Bolulevard area.  The City will advertise for the Fortuna Historical 

Commission seat which still remains vacant. 

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

Commissioner Murray: None.  Commissioner O’Hara: Photographs that we would love to have for illustrating the 

Mills of Humboldt book include the TPL Co. de-barker (until the 1920s, bark was peeled in the woods), 1918 cigar-box 

factory female crew, the Pres-to-Log plant, and Holmes-Eureka (for use in illustrating the 1935 strike).  

Commissioner Scolari: None.  Commissioner Zana: None. 
 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

None were proposed.  However, it was agreed that since the regular date of the next meeting (July 12) would be during 

Fortuna Rodeo Week, the July meeting will be postponed for one week and will be held on Wednesday, July 19 at 6:00 

p.m. at the Depot Museum.   
 

IX. ADJOURN 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator       

Thru: Siana Emmons, City Clerk                          


